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The Johnson Family of Isle of Wight County, Virginia

Volume I

ERRATA and ADDENDA

SUBJECT

Della (Johnson) Johnson

Report No. 2 Jan. 1970

ADD or CHANGE TO

Add: dau. of William Stephen & Ann Brown (Outland) Johnson;
great granddau. of Zachariah & Susanna (Wrenn) Johnson;
granddau. of Richard & Edna (Butler) Johnson of Rush Co., Ind.Sadie E.(Vickory) Johnson

Sarah Marie Culver

Bertha Cogshall
Norman Earl Rynson
Elizabeth A. (Johnson) Rush
William Reagan
Samue Cowgill

Lester W. Livingston m.6-29-1929
Gladys Hall

Priscilla L. Parsons m.7-30—1966
Svat Sovcek

Stafford & Patricia E. (Parsons) Kay
children: add »

William Paul & Patricia (Fleming)
Livingston- children: add

N

Charles & Cecelia (Seese) Frank, Sr.
children: add

Jesse Seese'

Mabel (Harold) Johnson

Kenneth C. Johnson
m. 1936 Georgia Younts

Joseph Philip Johnson
Joe Phillip & Peggy Ann (Joyce)
Johnson .

children: add

Earl F. & Pamela Sue (Johnson)
McNaughton

children: add

Michael Johnson

Odessa P. (Johnson) Blanch

on-oo~o~o~o.o~oo~o.r~o~ooo-o~o
EDDIS JOHNSON

840 E. Columbus Street
MARTINSVXLLE, IND. 48151

(Vickery)
m. 6-10-1967 Leonard W.
Brownlow, Jr.

Coggeshall
Ryerson
d.1-6-1969
d.1—3~1969
Samuel Cowgill

Gladys Paul

Soucek

Peter Everett Kay, b.8-28-1968

David William Livingston. b.4-13-1965
Colleen Beth Livingston b.3-5~1969

Charles David Frank b.3-29-1962
Jeffery Lee b.7-9-1964
d.1-5-1965 .

(Harrold) b. 1-21-1888 d.1o-2~1969

m.1936 Georgie Younts b.2—11-1912
Joe Phillip Johnson

Lori Ann Johnson b.3-4-1969
Todd Allen Johnson b.12-16-1969

d.12-16-1969

Earlford Foy McNaughton­
b.11—10-1958

m.8-17-1969 Mary Baily
d.1—9-1970
int: St. Paul Cemetery, near

Forest, Clinton Co., Ind.

'm.unIfl|HEHT PUBLICLIBHABY
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SUBJECT

Albert T. Johnson b.7-27-1857
warren Stone Johnson

m. Margaret Jane Hiatt
Irene, wife of Everett Johnson,
Bevery Lee Johnson

Crystal Faye Haworth

Oliver T. Johnson
m.1891 Rachel Ann Brown

Rachel Ann (Brown) Johnson
Oliver T. Johnson

m.6-6-1912 Della T. Everett
Della T. (Everett) Johnson
James Robert Johnson

William P. Johnson
m.1872 Sarah E. Tash

Constant Johnson
Lillie Johnson
Alleta Johnson
Garfield Johnson
A son
Pearl William Johnson
Stella Elizabeth Johnson
Eva B. Johnson
Murry Dennis Johnson

» Woods

Ruby Bedile Wood

Gerald Albert Thomas

Nettie Leone Thomas
Chester Murrell Thomas
Aleta Irene Thomas

Elvin R. & Rubie Bedile (Wood) Thomas
children: add

Garold Albert Thomas
children: add

Garold Albert Thomas
children: add

ADD or CHANGE TO

b.7-22-1857

Beverly Lee Johnson

d.5-461969

m.2-8-1892
b.8-20-1870 d.9-17-1910

m. 6-5-1912 Della T. Everett
b.2-11-1877 d. 8-18~1954

_m.2-8-1969 Mary Ann Edwards ,

William-Porter Johnson d.12-31-1924
m.1873 Sarah Elizabeth Tash

b.8-4-1852 4.9-27-1933
b.7-6-1875 d.8-20-1875
b.11—24—1876 d.11-21-1948
b.10-1-1878 d.2-11-1905
b.8-10-1880 d.8-11-1881
be5"16"‘! do5‘16-1
b.10~26—1887 d.10~18-1961
b.9-4-1889 d.9-30~1948
b.9-1-1891 d.5-1641892
b.11—2-1893 d.12-1-1966
James Madison wood
b.2-16-1874 d.10~21e1904
Rubie Bedile Woodb.4-17-1896
m.3-11-1915 Elvin R. Thomas,

b.10-30-1895
Garold Albert Thomas
b.2—6-1916 d.1-3-1962
b.10-28-1919
b.9-4-1921
Irene Alleta Thomas
b.10-1-1923 d.12—13~1923

Edwin E. Thomas b.11-15-1926 Z
d.7-22-1943

Glynn M. Thomas b.8-2-1929
Leslie D. Thomas b.9-16-1934
m.1 1-7-1934 Alma King
Dorothy Irene b.8-30-1934
Robert James b.1-10-1936
Carolyn Joyce b.3-2-1937
m.2 1-3-1940 Sara Harris
Garold Ann b.11—7-1940
Sarah Eloise b.7-12~1943
Dava Jo b.8-31-1947
Madeline Sue b. 10-20-1949
Albert R. b.12-28-1951
Richard D. b.11—25-1952



F O R E W O R D

Since publication of the limited first edition of the sametitle in 1941
muchnewand interesting information has cometo light about the early generations that
ought to, be recorded and preserved for posterity. The evidence and document­
ation appearing in the second edition should assist the amateur or professional
genealogist whomaybe interested in further research in any of the manyrelated
branches of the Johnson family.

Great care has been exercised in the compilation of the information
contained in the bookbut no claim is madeof infallibility. The author will
welcomereceiving any corrections or additional information that should have
been included had they been known.

The genealogical charts in the back of the book extend into the eleventh

generation for somefamilies. Manyother namesof today's generations will not
be found, however- an omission that was not intentional but dictated by the
urgency of time, of which manhas a limited allocation in a lifetime. The
compelling need was to record the past and forge a link of the past with the
present and future generations. This has been done.
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PREFACE

Sarah (Cook) Johnson was an intrepid Quaker who, in widowhood, brought her
five children from Isle of Wight County, Virginia to Henry County, Indiana in
1833. Three of her sons grew up to be successfulfarmersand communityleaders
in religious and educational activities. If you or any of your ancestors bear
the name Johnson and live or lived in Indiana, you maybe one of their manydescendants.

Sarah Johnson's maiden name was Cook and she was born in 1788. She married
Laban Johnson of Isle of Wight County, Virginia on August 26, 1809 when she was
about twenty-one years of age. Laban died in 1827 leaving her with five children.
One was just a baby. »

After the death of her mother-in-law, Patience (Johnson) Johnson, in 1832
she madeready to moveto Indiana where there was fertile land and opportunity.
So, with her five children and somerelatives and neighbors they began the long
journey later in 1832 or early 1833 traveling by horse and wagonover The
Wilderness Roadand bringing their few possessions and supplies.

The trip required several weeks. After their arrival they were received in
the Milford Friends Meeting, Henry County, Indiana on transfer from Western Branch
Meeting, NansemondCounty, Virginia on March 23, 1833.

The story in this book begins with Robert Johnson whobrought twenty­
three immigrants to Virginia in l68l and continues through six generations. It
includes genealogical oharts into the eleventh and twelfth generations for some
branches of the family.

The story before 1681 is waiting for you to write.

The author gratefully acknowledgesthe help and assistance of:

John WilmerJohnson for inspiration gained from his genealogical charts that
began with Laban Johnson and for his cooperation in answering the manyletters
of inquiry that were submitted to him.

HughB. Johnston for his letters that brought to light manyinteresting
facts about the early generation.

Willard Heiss for information provided from Indiana Quaker meeting records.

The late William WadeHinshawfor providing the answers for several‘ questions
and the information gained from his monumentalworks of abstracts of Quaker meetingrecords.

The late Marvel (Dunn) Johnson, wife of Dwight R. Johnson/for the stream of
correspondence giving information about the late and present generations of Johnsons.

The manyothers whoanswered letters of inquiry and questionnaires in myattempt
to keep up with the course of events in the younger generations.



INTRODUCTION

WhenI was a boy on a farm near Decatur, Indiana, my father, Oliver T. Johnson,
often told meof his father, Robert CookJohnson and bits of family history and
traditions. These stories completely fascinated meand aroused mycuriosity and
hunger for more information about the family history. In answer to myquestions
he could tell memuchabout his parents and close relatives. He also knewthat
his grandfather, Laban Johnson had died in Isle of Wight County, Virginia and
that his grandmother, Sarah (Cook) Johnson then brought her children to HenryCounty, Indiana in the early eighteen hundreds.

Welived about eighty-five miles from father's brothers and sister. About
every second year we would get on the Clover Leaf train to go for a visit with
them. Despite the distance the membersof myfather's family were close in
affection. They seemedto radiate a cheerfulness and friendliness which was
perhaps inherited from their father whowas a farmer and minister amongFriends.
I was impressed by the reverence with which they always spoke of him.

It has always been a source of regret that I did not ply them with the
questions that I had then and those that have since arisen. Fortunately cousin,
John WilmerJohnsonlhad an inquiring mind and an interest in the family history.
Hehas recorded current history well for the later generations. Anycontribution
I have been able to makeabout the earlier history is largely due to the initial
work that he did and the inspiration that he provided.

During these intervening years the responsibility of makinga living and
rearing a family has not dampenedmydesire for further research but it did limit
mytime available until retirement in 1966.

Some progress was made during these many years. In 1936 my wife and I _
drove to Isle of Wight County, Virginia to do some exploratory work which proved
to be quite fruitful although we could spend only two days there. First we
visited Isle of Wight Courthouse, the county seat. The town consists of a oour =
house, county clerk's office, jail, school, a small general store, a church and a
few houses. The clerk's office, built in 1800, contains a vault in which the
records are stored. Their records are the oldest and most complete of any in
that part of the state as they escaped destruction during the Civil Warby beingburied underground.

Mr. Edwards, clerk, was accommodatingand allowed us to examine all records.
Those of births and deaths are incomplete and gave little information. The records
of deeds and wills, however, yielded an enormous amount of information which
madeit possible to link back the family line definitely to the year 1681 when
Robert Johnson was granted 2,150 acres of land for transporting 23 persons to
Virginia. A copy of the grant appears in Part II of this book.

. Since then, we have been able to corroborate muchof the information from
other sources and to add manypoints of detail and interesting facts and dates.
The works of William WadeHinshaw, Willard Heiss and others who have compiled
digests of Quaker Meeting records have been especially helpful. In answer to
specific questions, correspondents have helped immensely. i

ii



Even back in the seventeenth century there were manyother Johnsons about
whommuch has been written and attempts made to connect some of them with our
line. In the absence of substantial evidence of their connection with our line,
none of these have been included. It is hoped that further research will provide
the evidence necessary to carry the line back further.

Genealogical research can be a rewarding pursuit to him whohas a feeling
of kinship with the countless generations of whichhe is one in the infinite
history of mankind. "

Aside from any academic interest we mayhave in the family history, we
should be interested in the Quakerheritage that for so manygenerations nurtured
those qualities of character, faith and reverence for the divine that must leave.
its influence on your life and mine.

Living in accordance with the guidance of the inner light has not always
been easy whenpersecution was suffered or whenexisted social customs, such as
slavery, repugnant to the sense of decency amongmen of good will or when Mars
strode over the land invoking the help and blessing of the Lord for the destruc­
tion of our fellowmen.

The chapters that follow will tell somethingof the history of six generations
beginning in 1681 in the country of Captain John Smith and ending two hundred
years later in Indiana. Onehundred and fifty-five of these years was the length
of their sojourn in Virginia.

"It is indeed a desirable thing to be well descended, but the glory
belongs to our ancestors" - PLUTARCH.

iii





CHAPTER I

SEARCH FOR nu: FIRST JOHNSON (OF OUR LINE) INVAMERICA

A genealogical record ought to have a good beginning place. At least we
would like to know who was our first ancestor in America. From that point we
would, of course, want to workback to establish his antecedents and their
native country. Unfortunately, the longer we work back, the more uncertainties~
and risky assumptions are likely to arise unless the family has been one for

.which reliable records were kept over the generations.

Oneof the difficulties in tracing our line has been the fact that there
were so manyJohnson who came to the Virginia colony from its founding by Captain
John Smith in 1607. Another difficulty has been that Robert was such a favored
first name with no assistance from middle names, the use of which was not common
in those days. So when the name Robert Johnson is encountered we have to learn
which Robert Johnson it was that we wish to identify.

The study of wills has been one of the most reliable meansof identification
because they usually mention the names of children, wife and sometimes parents,
grandchildren or other relatives. Other helpful sources are early records of
marriages, land deeds, abstracts of title, obituaries, and records of Friends
meetings.

The first place to start looking for clues, though, is in the libraries.
There are manypublications that provide information derived from original
records. Letls look at someof this information.

Our history books tell_us that Captain John Smith founded a colony at
Jamestown, Virginia in 1607. The remains of this site can still be seen on an_

’ island off the north bank of the James River about six miles from Williamsburg,
James City County. Surry County lies across the river and further downthe river,
towards Portsmouth, lies Isle of Wight County.

Captain John Smith saw to it that records were kept and reports issued so
that his superiors in England would be kept informed. John Rolfe was charged
with the responsibility apparently. Several Johnsons were mentionedin the early
accounts but we have found no evidence that any of those mentioned was an ancestor
in our line. It is possible that moreresearch mayestablish a connection which
someauthors have apparently stated as a fact but have offered no documentary
evidence to substantiate their belief so far as is known. Someof the names
mentionedin the colony's reports will be given as of interest but subject to
the understanding that they are not a part of our line or related thereto insofar
as knownto this date.

In England, one Alderman Robert Johnson (son~in=law of Sir Thomas Smith who
died 9=4~l625), later sheriff of London,held an interest of five shares in the
Virginia Company. He was also a memberof the Bermuda and other companies and
was active in mercantile affairs. In 1609 he published a phamplet, NovaBritannia,
as a meansof arousing interest.in the Virginia.Company. As a result of his
petition to the king to take over the under=financed company,the king_did so
and on July 15, 162%, appointed a fifty—five memberboard, which included Alderman
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Robert Johnson, to administer the colony. He also wrote about the laws of
Virginia, directed the Virginia Magazine, favored self governmentfor the colony
and was influe tial in the BermudaCompanyof which he was later made governor.

Apparently, AldermanRobert Johnson visited the Virginia Colony in 1619 as
evidenced by the fact that John Rolfe, in his accounts of "Sailings to Virginia"
reported that in 1619 the "Margaret and John," a vessel of 150 tons, arrived after
being attacked by two Spanish ships near the Island of Gaudaloupe which were
beaten off after fierce fighting. Thepassenger list included,

Sir Robert Johnson
Mr. Robert Johnson, Alderman
Thomas Johnson

Rolfe also reported that in l6l9 eleven ships brought over 1,216 persons to
Jamestown including,

William Johnson, labourer
William Johnson, goldsmith

On January 6, 163%AbramJohnson, age 27, sailed for St. Chrystopers and
the Barbadoes, it was reported.

On April 3, 1635, a Robert Johnson, age 26, sailed on the "Peter Bonaventure”
bound for the Barbadoes.

In August 1635, the following persons were amongthose who sailed on the
"Thomas" (Henry Taverner, Mr.) after having "been examined by the Minister of
Gravesendtouching theirconformitie in our religion, eto.":

Robert Johnson, age 27
Alice Johnson, age 22
Eliza Johnson, age 18

It is possible that our Robert Johnson whosettled in Isle of Wight County
in 1681 could have been a son or grandson of one of the above. Or, he may have
been a later arrival or descendant of one of the manyJohnsons whoarrived later.
We do not know.

Muchof the information about Robert Johnson,Aldermanis found in Charles
M. Andrews, The Colonial Period of American History, Vol. 1, The Settlements.
According to Andrews, the early years of growth of the Virginia colony were
erratic due to the ravages of disease, wars with the Indians and discouraged
people wholeft the colony. Somefigures (p. 134) as to population were:

1611 450 1621 843
1616 321+ 1622 l21rO
1618 600 1628 3000
1619 1000 1630 2500
1620 867 163% 5000



- 3 ­

The practice of granting land to menwhowould bring immigrants is interesting.
Andrews (ibid.) reports that from 1619 to 1623 there were forty—four land patents
issued to patentees whobound themselves to transport settlers and equipment to
the colony. Manyof these grants were never taken up.

The earliest such settlement was "Smith's Hundred"established in 1617. It
was later renamed "SouthamptonHundred" after the earl of Southampton. It consisted
of 80,000 acres on the north side of the James River. Sir George Yeardley wasits governor and captain.

Another large grant was in 1618 to Richard Martin for 7,000 acres seven miles
downthe north side of the James River.

In 1619, Berkeley Hundredwas founded with thirty-five people. In the same
year a grant was allocated for the Pilgrims consisting of a patent for land and
also five hundred pounds of moneyto be used for the education of their children.
Whenit was learned that they had, because of an error in navigation, landed in
NewEngland, the money was given to the Southampton company.

It was not until 1681 that the Robert Johnson, our ancestor, received title
to 2,150 acres of land for transporting the twenty~three persons from overseas.A

In the study of early Virginia records sometrouble is encountered in
identifying places because of namechanges or boundary changes. Someof the
major ones will be given.

In 1637, Warrosguyooke County became Isle of Wight County.

In 1749, Southampton County was carved out of a part of Isle of Wight County
and Ncttoway Parish.

Even more confusion will be encountered in attempting to identify pieces of
real estate because it was quite commonto give the metes and bounds in the legal
description, measuring with reference to a white oak tree to a rock to somebody
else's line and so forth. Possibly local surveyors or abstractors have a means
of tracing such properties fromtheir records.



CHAPTER 2

OUR QUAKER HERITAGE

A history of the Johnsons of Isle of Wight County would not be complete
without a chapter on Quakerism, the faith of manygenerations of Johnsons.

George Fox, founder of the Society of Friends was born July 1624 in Fenny­
Drayton, Leicestershire, England. t the age of 19 he dedicated himself to
meditation and the search for spiritual truth. In 1648 he began his missionary
work. Despite manyperiods of imprisonment for his activities, the movement
grew. In 1670 he journeyed to Jamaica and the American colonies. He died in
1691 and was buried in the Friends‘ burial grounds at Whitecross Street,
London. He is said to have visited the Virginia colony in 1672 and attended
Pagan Creek Meeting on November 5, 1672 and also Somerton Meeting at Box Elder
near Holland, Va. and Chuckatuck Meeting, both in NansemondCounty. Apparently
his visit gave great stimulus to the movementthat was already started, probably
in 1656 and 1657. Elizabeth Harris is said to have been the first to preach
Quakerism in Virginia in 1656. In 1657 Josiah Coole of Bristol and Thomas
Thurston of Gloucestershire also preached and probably started the movement.
(Ref. W. C. Dunlop—QuakerEducation, 1936),

The records do not reveal whether the Johnsons embraced Quakerism before or
after they settled in Virginia. If they camebefore l6h8, they wouldnot have
comeas Quakers; if they came after l6#7 they might have been Quakers already.
The morelikelihood is that they or a later generation becameconverts in Virginia.
A third generation (as designated in this book) Robert Johnson was evidently a
memberof the Society of Friends as he willed land for their meeting house. The
records of Friends Meeting are replete with Johnson names from the third generation
and later.

Wealso knowthey were Quakers at the time of their emigration to Indiana.
Even to this day manyhave kept the faith while others have drifted awayby
reason of marriage into other denominationsor for other reasons. In the early
part of the twentieth century it was not uncommonto meet with older people in
plain Quaker garb and to hear them converse in a simple language enriched by
words such as thee, thy, thine, thou.

Simplicity in religious practice was also retained and it was with sorrow
that they saw the younger generation adopt the use of musical instruments in
their meetings. Gradually the old wayshave passed away, but the principles
and influence still live today.

Most of the Friends whosettled in Indiana appear to have been of the
Orthodoxor Pastoral branch, the Hicksite faction with Unitarian learnings and
insistence on doctrinal freedomfor each individual having separated in 1827.
Friends of both branches have muchin commonsuch as their historic opposition
to slavery and war, their advocacyof fair treatment of the Indians, their
humanitarian efforts during the Civil Warand in relief workduring and after
the two WorldWars. In outward appearance, the chief difference lies in their
form of worship, the Hicksites adhering to the silent form without clergy; the
Orthodox having pastors and a somewhatmore formal order of worship similar to
Protestant churches in general. In 1951 there were about 100,000 membersin
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the Orthodox branch and 17,800 in the Hicksite General Conference. (Ref: The
American Peoples Encyclopedia)

William WadeHinshaw, Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy, Vol. VI,
Virginia, contains a mapof the early QuakerMeetings. The following list,
taken from that map, shows the names of most of the meetings in Isle of Wight and
adjacent counties south of the James River.

Quaker Meetings in Isle of Wight County, Va. and adjacent counties
METING

NAM OF METING COUNTY ESTABLISHED

Pagan Creek 4 Isle of Wight 1656-1672
Corinth Southhampton 1663
Vicks South Hampton 1762
Chucatuck Nansemond 1660
Johnson's Isle of Wight 1762
Black Oak or Sedle Southhampton
Bethel Southhampton
Western Branch Nansemond 1679
Bennett's Greek Nansemond 1762
South Branch or Bus­
kin's Nansemond

Somerton Nansemond 1672

In 1936 the Somerton meeting house was visited by the author and his wife.
Over the entrance appeared these words,

Somerton Friends Meeting
Established 1672

Beside the meeting house was a small cemetery with a few toombstones of fairly
recent origin. Only one bore the nameJohnson and it read,

Junius Johnson
October 6, 1862 - November 22, 1922­
"He was loyal to his friends"

The meeting house was at a small place called Box Elder which was comprised
mostly of a frame general store, a house, schoolhouse and the meeting house.

Mr. Raiford, owner of the general store and also clerk of the Friends Meeting}
said that George Fox was said to have preached there. This is borne out by W. C.
Dunlap, Quaker Education in Baltimore and Virginia Yearly Meetings, whostates
that George Fox visited Somerton in 1672.

Mr. Raiford also said that the old records of SomertonMeeting had been
transferred to the Baltimore archives long ago.

During the course of an interview, Milton Johnson, a monumentmaker in
Suffolk, in 1956 said there used to be a Quaker Meeting House knownas the Johnson
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meeting about 4%miles south of Windsor and that manyJohnsons had lived in that
community. All traces of the meeting house seem to have disappeared. He also
gtated that he rememberedhis father, John Aikin Johnson (1818-1902) used to talk
of Laban Johnson whose widow came to Indiana in 1833.

Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Hare, Quakers of Holland, Va. were also interviewed in
l936. Mrs. Hare's maiden name was Raiford. She was a Johnson descendant. She
stated that a William Johnson left there in 1830 and settled near Carthage,
Indiana where he married her aunt, Sarah Harris.

So, in this section of Virginia where so manyQuaker families lived for
several generations and meetings increased in numbers, there is nowlittle
tangible evidence that remains. Their buildings and meeting houses have suffered
the ravages of time and change; their family or communityburial lots unmarkedand
forgotten. The hundreds wholeft during the first part of the nineteenth century
went to Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowaand other states to start newlives and to
build for the future. They brought with them memories from the 151 years or more
of life in Virginia but these, too, gradually faded into oblivion. If there were
any written records, they must have perished during the pioneer years of hardship
and toil. It is the aim of this book to bring to life that whichhas been for»
gotten insofar as that is possible.

The story we have to tell begins with the Robert Johnson whowas granted
2,150 acres of land in 1681 for bringing over 23 settlers. Since there are so
manyJohnsons and Robert Johnsons it will help to use Romannumerals to denote to
iwhich generation each belongs. In the case of a son bearing the same given name
as his father, an arabic numberwill be assigned. It should be understood that
these numbers were not used by them as part of their names.

A separate chapter will follow for the first five generations wholived in
Virginia. These five chapters are in Part II and are designated as follows:

PART II

CHAPTER GENERATION NAME BORN DIED

§ I Robert Johnson 1644 C?) 1733
4 II Robert Johnson 1766
5 III Lazarus Johnson 1800
6 IV Robert Johnson 1789
7 V Laban Johnson 1788 182?

The history of the family after they left Virginia will begin with Part III.



PART II

FIVE GENERATIONS IN

ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY, VIRGINIA



CHAPTER 3

YROBERTJOHNSON (1sT) b. iéhu ? a. 1733 GENERAw1oN1

This Robert Johnson is the first of our line that we have been able to trace
with reasonable certitude as being an ancestor to our line of Johnsons. Inconclusive
evidence indicates that there mayhave been one or two earlier generations in the
Virginia colony. He settled in Isle of Wight County, Virginia. HughB. Johnston,
Jr. gives the year of birth as 1644 which means he would have been 88 or 89 at death,an unusuailylong life for those times.

He married Katherine and later Ann . To these unions were born
the following children, according to his will.

Abraham . - m. Ann (Jones) 1748?
James d. 1746 m. Mary Johnson, dau. of
Isaac - Robert Johnson 1692
John - m. Mrs. Mary Day 1703
Jacob - m. Mary Denson 1741
Robert d. 1766 m. (1) Martha Jones 1757

' ‘ (2) Priscilla
Catherine m. Council
Precillah m. Council
Ann m. Griffin
Mary m. Edward Britt 1757
Sarah

Ref: Isle of Wight County Book of Wills, Vol. 3, page 3#5. Date of
will September 4, 1732. Probated May28,1735. The marriages of
the children are uncertain as to namesand dates, possibly
belonging to other Johnsons of similar names in some cases.

HISTORY

"The Johnson family arrived in the seventeenth century. Robert Johnson
patented 2150 acres of land in 1681. He made his will in 1733 in which he named
a son James and other children. The son James died in l7#6 leaving sons James,
Robert and others. Captain James Johnson of the Revolution was of this family.
Captain Johnson was a memberof the House of Delegates in the Convention of 1758,
a presiding magistrate of the county court until 18%}and is said to have served
on the bench of magistrates longer than any other person in the history of the
county. He died August 16th, 1845 aged 91, the last survivor of the historic
convention of l788.

One of his descendants is Captain Albert S. Johnson whoserved in the Fourth
U/S Volunteer Infantry in the Spanish American War and was county clerk for many
years.“ (From Boddie, page 229)

“Robert (x) Johnson and wife Katherine sell to Wm.Bush pat. of 2150 acres, l2
Jan. l692. Wm.Dull, Elmer Johnson" (From Boddie, page 507)

The 2150 acres of land mentioned above was situated near the head of Corowaugh
Swampand was given to him by the Deputy-governor in compensation for bringing over
from England what is described in the deed as "twenty—three persons & c."

-57..
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The following is a copy of the grant taken from a typed copy furnished by

the Virginia Land Office to the author on February 10, 1940. It reads:

To all 8:0. Whereas &c. NowKnowyee that I the sd. Sr. Henry Chiohely Knt.
Depty. Gouvernor &c. give & grant unto Robt.l. Johnson of the Isle of Wight County
TwoThousand one hundred fivety Acres of Land scituate neer the head of Corowaugh
Swampin the County aforesd. bounded, Beginning at a live cake at the head of a
branch being a Corner tree of Arth, Allen & Robt. Horneings land thence by their
line south two hundred and fowerty Eight pole to a pine in the County line thence
along the County line south west by West fower hundred & Eight pole to a white
cake then North West by West fower hundred twenty fower pole to a smale saplin
pine in Rich. Booths line & soe by Booths line North East two hundred & fivety
pole to a pine & by Tho. Holders line the same Course three hundred & twenty pole
to a lightwood stump & smale oake saplin thence East one hundred pole to a smale
wight cake then North East one hundred & twenty pole to a white oake then North
twenty nine degrees Westerly twenty six pole to a red oake thence East by North
two hundred & fowerty pole to a red oake then South Twenty nine degrees Easterly
one hundred & fowerty pole by Mr. John Bryan land to his old Corner tree then by
his old lines West by South Twohundred & fowerty pole to a red oake South South
East one hundred & Eight pole to a red cake &East North East Eighteen pole to
the first station. The sd. land being due to the sd. Johnson by & for the
Transporation of twenty three persons &o. To have & to hold &c. To be held &c.
Yeilding & paying &c. provided &c. dated the 23th Aprill 1681.

Alexr. Steuers Ja. Harris Nath. Pitman Saml. Davis ,Margt. James Margtt. Carmell
Eliz. Scott Wm.Quick Hen. Hunt Jno. Hutton Tho. Baskerfeild Jno. Farrell
Bl. Jarvis Nico. James Jno. Bliman Ja. Catch. Nath Rawn Br. Clemens Wm.Wichell
Wm.Sanckey Ed. Hopkins Tho. James Ann Atwood Anne Strong Susan Elliott

Patent Book No. 7
Page 69
State Land Office
Richmond, Virginia

Unexplainedis the fact that the nameslisted in the deed actually total
twenty-four. The land lies in Isle of Wight County Virginia which was called
Warrosguyooke County prior to 1637.

The land was held only eleven years and then sold January 12, 1692 to Wm.Bush.
The only other information yet available regarding Robert Johnson was that he
died in 1733, it is believed, as that is the date of his will as hownby the Isle
of Wight County Book of Wills, Vol. 39 Page 345. The will was made September h,
1732 and probated March 28, 1733. The names of his children appear in the will.
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Sir Henry Chichely whomade the foregoing grant served as acting governor
of Virginia l680=l68l, succeeding Thomas, Lord Culpeper successor to Governor
Berkeley. Sir Henry was a Royalist soldier of the English Civil Warand was
appointed by Governor Sir William in 1676 to lead a punitive expedition
against the Indians. The governor, however, madepeace with the Indians. This
information appears on pages 37# and 592 of "The Southern Colonies in the Seven=
teenth Century l607=l689" by Wesley Frank Craven and published by Louisiana State
University Press, The Littlefield Fund for Southern History of the University of
Texas, l9#9. Editors were Wendell Holmes Stephenson of Tulane University and E.
Mertor Coulter, University of Georgia.

The same source (pages 83,111,117) mentions a Robert Johnson who published
a tract in 1681 entitled "NewLife of Virginia, declaring the former successe and
present estate of that plantation, being the second part of NovaBritannia ­
an exploration of renewedhope and faith" (William Welby,printer).

On page 83 appears a statement that a Robert Johnson was Deputy Governor of
the Virginia Companywhile Sir ThomasSmith was Governor both of the Virginia and
Bernuda Companies. Whether or not this Robert Johnson was the same who received
the grant of 2,150 acres of land is subject to question. No evidence on this
question has been found by the present writer.



CHAPTER 4

ROBERT JOHNSON, 2ND b. d. 1766 GENERATIONII
(OUR LINEAGE)

Robert Johnson, 2nd was the son of Robert Johnson, lst«(l6#4-1733) and Katherine
Johnson, his father's first wife, it is believed, rather than the second

wife, Ann .

In 1737 he married Martha Jones, daughter of ThomasJones. After her death he
married Presoilla M. It is presumedthe children were from the first marriage.
He lived in Isle of Wight County, Virginia where the Bookof Wills, Vol. 7,
page 42%, part 2 (1759-1769) records his will dated January #, 1761, his estate
inventoried November6, 1766 and his will probated August 7, 1766. The children
mentioned in his will were:

Robert, 3rd, Lazarusllst and Jesse.

Lazarus Johnson 1st, of our line, married MaryOutland on August 15, l7#7.
He died in 1800. See the next chapter for his history.

COLLATERAL LINES

Robert Johnson 3rd married Christian Outland in 1744. He died in 1787. He is
not in our line of descent. His children were Elijah b. 17%? (whomarried (1) Mary
Winslowand later (2) Phoebe ), Christian b. 1750 (married Joseph Duck in
1787), and Jean or Jane b. 1752.

Elijah had twelve children, one of whomwas Zachariah whose wife (or widow)
Susanna and daughter, Almeda, were received in Milford Monthly Meeting on May28,
18319 Membersof the family later transferred to Walnut Ridge Meetingfisugar River
and Salem Meetings. A son, Richard came from Sugar Creek, Ohio, Meeting.

No information has been found about Jesse.



CHAPTER 5

LAZARUS JOHNSON 1ST: b. do 1800 GENERATIONIII

Lazarus Jehneen was the sen of Robert and Martha (Jones) Johneen. He lived
in.Isle of Wight County, Virginia and married MaryOutland, on August 15, 1747,
according te the Minutes Book of the Pagan Creek Quaker Meeting, page 11. His
eight children were:

Rehert b. d. 1789 m. Patience, dau. of AbrahamJohnson
Jeeeph
Jeeee
Prieeilla m. Butler
Gerneliue
Elisha
Lazarus 2nd m. ll/l7/1787 MaryHunnicutt
Lemuel —

All these children were namedin his will.

Lazarue lived in Isle of WightCounty, Virginia. The text of his will
recorded in the Isle of Wight County, Virginia Bookef Wills, VelumeII, page
2%}, definitely preves the lineal relatienship between him, his son Robert and
his grandeen Laban, whenread in ccnneetion with the will of his sen Robert.
Rehert°e will bequeathed “to myson Laban Johnson by the censent of m father
Lazarus Johnson fifty acres of land on the West side of CarrywaughSwampjoining
ef Jehna Ducke line.” The will ef Lazarus bequeathed" te myson lemuel Jehneen
to pay ente mygrandson Laban Johnson the sumof fifteen pounds in lieu of fifty
acres of land that his father gave him by myconsent in his testament this land
being myproperty.” The eon Robert died eleven years befere the death of Lazarus,his father. .

The will of Lazarue,,as recerded, ehewethe executors ef the will were
Lazarus (probably a son), mieha (probably a son), and May(or Mary, probably his
widow). Witnesses were Abraham Johnson, Jehn Jehnson, DempseyJohnson, and
Zachariah Johnson. The will was dated 8/5/1798 and probated A/7/1800 by hie sens
Lazarus and Elisha. The inventory of his estate was recerded July 3, 1800.,
Prebably the sen Jeseph was the ene mentiened as ene ef the executors in sen
Rebert°e will.

The First United States Census (1790) lists the nameof Lazarus Jehneon as”
having 7 Whites and 7 blacks. Apparently the 7 whites were the living children,
Rehert having died in 1789. Elijah (prebahly Elisha) was listed as having 7
whites and 2 blaeke, and Jeeeph as having 6 whites and 1 black.

Lazarus” sen, Hebert .d. 1789 (our lineage)

Infermatien about Rehert, sen ef Lazarus and father ef Laban Johneen_appears
in the next chapter. ‘

_.11._
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COLLATERAL LINE

Lazarus‘ son, Joseph: not our lineage).

Joseph, another son oi Lazarus Johnson married Martha 9

The first United States Census (1790) shows that Joseph had six whites andone black.

According to Joseph's will (Vol. lfi, page 80) dated February 28, 1815 and
probated January 1, 1816, Joeseph's children were,

Joseph
Timothy

‘ Edward ‘

Pannenah m. VaughnTace
Mary m. Hare
Anne.

The witnesses to his w£LlwereILazarusJohnson (probably his brother), Samuel
(probably his brother) and Abel Johnson (probably the son of his deceased brother,Robert 0 ' '

§xeoutors named in the uillwere Timothy D. Johnson (son) and Martha Johnson
e

Lazarus 2nd (not in our lineage):

Lazarus 2nd, another son of Lazarus and Mary (Outland) Johnson married Many
Hunnicutt on November17, 1787. The minutes of the Black Water Monthly Meeting of
December15, 1787 show that Lazarus produced a certificate from Western Branch
Monthly Meeting, NansemondCcunty,_Va. On January 19, 1788 Lazarus was reported
married to MaryHnnnicutt. Apparently Lazarus and his wife returned to Western
Branch Monthly Meeting where their names appear frequently. .

On April 25, 1767, Lazarus and and Robert (possibly his brother who died in
1789, eleven years before the death of their father) and their wives served on a
eomittee, This is the first time their namesappear in the WesternBranch records.

The record of July 25, 1767 says that Lazarus 2nd of isle of Wight County, Va.
was granted a certificate excusing him from military service. Underdate of
September26, 1767 appears a statement that Lazarus suffered for priests demands.

The records from l800'to 1803 indicate that Mary (widowof Lazarus, lst or
»wife of Lazarus Znd) was prominent in affairs ofrorer Quarterly Meeting (wea£3?h‘Branoh). . '

On October 25, 1806 Lazarus 2nd represented Somerton meeting at the Western
Braneh Monthly Meeting. On February 2#, 1816 the record reads that Lazarus
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Johnson and Joel Cookwere to supertise an addition to the Johnson Meeting House.
According to the map, the Johnson and Somerton Meeting Houses were a few milesapart.

Because of the refusal of Lazarus 2nd to report for muster in military
activities he was penalized by fines and having his property seized by the Sheriff's
office as recorded in the minutes for April 22, 1809.

On October 25, 1817 Lazarus 2nd received a certificate as an elder and on
hNovember6, 1817 he and Wm.Porter are mentioned as being on a religious trip toNorth Carolina.

On September 22, 1832 Lazarus Johnson 2nd and his wife requested a certificate
of removal to Milford Monthly Meeting, Wain County, Ohio. The certificate was
forwarded in December 1832.



CHAPTER 6

ROBERT JOHNSON b. do 1789 (OUR LINEAGE) GENERATION IV

Robert Johnson was the son of Lazarus 1st and Mary (Outland) Johnson and
the brother of Joseph, Jesse, Priscilla, Cornelius, Elisha, Lazarus 2nd and Lemuel.
The date of his birth is not known. He was born in Isle of Wight County, Va. and
married Patience Johnson, a daughter of AbrahamJohnson, (Sr.) and isisten of
AbrahamJohnson (Jr.)o (Possibly Patience was a descendant of the AbrahamJohnson
whodied in l748 and was a brother of her husband's grandfathero)

To this union were born,

Abel

Laban b. 1788 d. 1827 m. Sarah Cook, 8/26/1809
Martha

Robert”s will gives convincing proof that Lazarus Johnson lst was the father
and that Laban was his son. The inventory of his estate appears in Volume10,
page 162 of the Book of Wills as filed on September 17, 1789. His will which
appears in the same place was dated January l, 1789 and was probated September 3,
1789, The inventory of the estate was recorded September 17, 1789.

The records of Western Branch Monthly Meetings mentions the name, Robert Johnson,
six times during 1767, 1768 and 1769. Someof the events mayhave applied to this
Robert Johnson or, more likely to his uncle, Robert Johnson wholived until 1787.
Theyare presented here as :of general interest and without claim as to whomeach
event specifically applied. ' '

#/25/l767 Robert and Lazarus Johnson & their wives served on comm. (First time
their names appear in the minutesa)

Note: Robert probably the brother of Lazarus but possibly his son.
7/25/1767 Robert Johnson, Jr., Isle of Wight Coo, Va. Granted certificate excusing him

frommilitary service.
Note: Unless there were other families of Johnsons, the "Jr." might have been

used to indicate a younger Robert rather than the son of a father of the
same name._
Thus: Robert, son of Lazarus, would be "junior" with respect to his

- uncle Robert,
ll/2/1767 Robert Johnson reported his suffering for priests’ demandsand military fines.

Note: Here again there is no clue as to identity.
2/27/1768 Robert Johnson disowned for marrying out of unity.

Note: This reference does not seemapplicable to either Robert, the son, or
Robert the brother of Lazarus in view of their probable marriage dates.

11/26/1768 Robert Johnson, Sro and wife served on committee to attend marriage of
Robert Johnson, the youngero .

Note: Identity unclear,
1/28/1769 Robert Johnson suffered seizure of tobacco for priests’ demands.

Robert died in 1789, eleven years pehyg the death of his father, Lazarus lst.
A copy of his will reads,

-3 —
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WILL QE ROBERT JOHNSON

In the name of God Amen. I Robert Johnson of the County of Isle of Wight am at
present in a low state of health but of perfect sense and memory,thanks be to
the Almighty for the same, and calling to mindthe uncertainity of this life do
make and Ordain this to be my last Will and Testament in manner and form as
followethu firs.~ it is myWill that all myJust Debts should be paid and as
for the remainder of my estate I give as followeth- Item I give and bequeath to my
son, Abel Johnson, by the consent of myFather, Lazarus Johnson all the land and
plantation whereonI live to him and his heirs and assigns forever, only I leave
the use of one=third part of the said land and plantation to nw'I6ving wife,
Patience Johnson, to her for life or widowhood. Item I give and bequeath to my
son Laban Johnson by the consent of myfather, Lazarus Johnson, fifty acres of
land on the West side of Carrywaugh Swampjoining of John Ducks line, to him and
his wives and Assigns for ever. Also one bed and one sheet, and one rug when he
comes to lawful age and no more. Item. I also give unto son Abel Johnson one
bed and two sheets when comes to lawful age and no more. Item I give unto my
daughter Martha Johnson, one heifer with calf and # pounds cash at my death and
no more. Item. .I leave the use and rest and remainder part of all myestate, to
myloving wife Patience Johnson, to her during her natural life or widowhood,and
after her death or marriage. I give the same to be equally divided amongall the
rest of myChildren. I also desire that there maybe no appraisement of my
estate, lastly, I do constitute and appoint mybrother, Joseph Johnson, and brother­
in=law, Abraham Johnson, and my loving wife, Patience Johnson my whole and sole
executors of this mylast will and testament making.voidall other wills and
testaments madeby mehere to fore, In wittness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and seal this 1st day of January 1789

His
Robert X Johnson

Mark
Signed and sealed and declared in the presence of ushis
Lazarus L Johnson L nt

mark
Elija Johnson
Amos Johnson
Jake Johnson
Elisha Johnson
At court held for Isle of Wight County this 3rd day of Sept. 1789. This will was
presented in court by Joseph Johnson one of the Executors therein namedwho made
oath thereat aecording to law, and the samebeing proved by affirmation of Elijah
Johnson, V Jesse Johnson two of the wittnesses thereto and arverso to be Recorded,
and on the motion of the said executor whotogether with Patience Johnson and
AbrahamJohnson entered into and acknowledged their bond in the penalty of 1000
lbs, current moneyof Va. with condition as the law exacts certificate is granted
him for obtaining a probate thereof in due form and liberty reserved Patience
Johnson and AbrahamJohnson, the other executors therein namedto join in the
probate whenthey shall see fit,

Book.of Wills, Vol. 10, page 162
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The estate of Patience Jehnsen, was closed on January 24, 1833 and references
indicate that she died about June, 1832, and that her maiden namewas also Johnson
inasmuch as Robert's will mentioned "his brotheruin~law, AbrahamJohnson.“ The
information regarding her estate appears in Vblume19, page 271 of the BookofWills.

Net long after her death, it is believed, her daughter=in=law, Sarah (widow
of Laban) prepared to more from Virginia to Indiana.



CHAPTER 7

LABAN JOHNSON l788el827 (OUR LINE) GENERATION V

Laban Johnson, the son of Robert Johnson and Patience (Johnson) Johnson and
grandson of Iazarus 1st and Mary (Outland) Johnson, was born in Isle of Wight
County, Virginia in 1788. He was the brother of Abel Johnson and Martha Johnson.
According to some reports he was a hatter by trade and also ownedand operateda grist mill.

On February 28, 1807 Laban Johnson represented Somerton Friends Meeting at
Western Branch Monthly Meeting according to the latter's minute book as reported
by HughB. Johnston, Jr.

On August 26, 1809 he married Sarah Cook. To this union were born:

Eliza b. 10/2/1811. d. 12/11/1893 m. (1) James Butler (2) Allen Middleton
Joel b. 2/1/181A d. 2/6/1871 _ m. Elizabeth Davis
Robert b. 7/19/1819 d. 3/9/1892 m. Elizabeth P. Dennis (2) Abigail

White
Ansalem b. 1821 d. 1888 m. Rebeooa Bell
Elijah b. 1826 d. = m. not married

' They were members of the Western Branch Monthly Meeting of Friends in
NansemondCounty, Virginia, probably attending the Johnson Friends WeeklyMeeting.
According to the minutes of its monthly meeting on September 23, 1809 Laban-and
Sarah were reported married.

Hugh B. Johnston reports that, according-to Isle of Wight County Deed Book 23,
page 176, "On December 2, 1816, John Johnson, Patience (X) Denson, Ruth Johnson,
and Taoe Johnson sold Laban Johnson of Isle of Wight County for 329#.OOa traot
of 1&7 acres on Beaver DamSwampin the counties of Isle of Wight and Nansemond
adjoining Joshua Johnson, the heirs of DempseyCarr, and John Darden, (being land
that AmosJohnson purchased from John Darden, Obediah Johnson and Eley Johnson):
witnessed by Allen (X) Johnson, Jordan (X) Johnson, and Elias (X) Daniel."

Anyrelationship of the sellers to buyer is not evident. Although a Tace
Johnson was a daughter of Joseph Johnson, the son of Lazarus but the other
sellers were not her brother and sisters. There is a possibility that “Taco”
was Taoy Johnson, wife of AmosJohnson whose will dated December 4, 1815 was
probated May6, 1816. She was the exeoutrix (Isle of Wight County, Book oi'Wills,
V81. 1%, page 1&5).

Laban Johnson, along with the manyothers whosuffered because of their
conscientious opposition to war and physical force against their fellow men, was
subjected to fines and seizure of his property manytimes. Such fines and Seizures
for refusal to muster were duly recorded in the records of Western Branch Monthly
Meeting as follows:

April 27, 1811 April 26. 1817
April 25, 1812 January 20. 1818
April 24, 1813 April 249 1819
April 23, 1814 April 27. 1822

-17..
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It maywell have been that these harassments helped to hasten his untimely
death at the age of of about thirtyanine years and accounts for the meagerwealth
left for the support of his widowand children.

Laban died in the latter part of 1826 or early in January, 1827 judging from
the first entry in his administratrix's account which was January 11, 18273

"On May21, 1828, Sarah Johnson, Administratrix of the late Laban Johnson,
released Robert Johnson from the mortgage that he had given her late
husband on 100 acres adjoining Jesse Roberts, Jesse Edwards, and David
Roberts, to secure a debt of $87.50 dating from June 12, 1821, for which
Benjamin Coggin had stood security; witnessed by Joel Johnson, William Me
Clenny, and Anthony Person." Deed Book 28, page 1 as reported by Hugh B.
Johnston, Jr.

Since there was no will, the division of the land that Laban bought on
December 2, 1816 is not known but may be found in the records of deeds someday.
The final accounting by the administratrix discloses a final cash balance of
$499.47 accounted for as follows:
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Y Inventory of Laban Johnson, deceased, in account with Sarah Johnson, Admire­
(Bock of Wills Volume 18, page 5#6)

DI‘: Ora
January 11, 1827 to pd. Robert Pierce acct. 3 $14.00

Benjamin Coggin " 3,oo_
Jcakin Johnson ” 1.00

D0 .63
loses Johnson order 5.00

Jethro H. Butler & Co. Receipt 1.92
Lazarus Johnson a/b 8.00

December 22, 1827 Stephen Johnson a/c 1.25
John Damel a/c 6.00

February 21, 1827 A. Butler for coffin 7.50
April 30, 1827 Anthony Parson a/c 34.00
June 30, 1827 John Dardin a/c 1. 50
July 25, 1827 Richard Goodwina/c 20.44
July 28., 1827 Catharine Butler 3/0 2.00
Sept. 15, 1827 Taxes 3.19

Willis Butler Jr. a/c 5.00
Sept. 17, 1827 Solomon Johnson a/c 1.00
Sept. 2#, 1827 Daniel Johnson a/c 2.31

. Burmet ell Deford a/c 2.05
Oct. 11, 1827 By amount of Sale due this day 506.81
Dec. 51 Accounts collected from Sundry persons 83.00

To 5 per cent commission on rects. 29.h9

Balance due one estate 439o§§5 9. 1 $5 9. 1

Aug. 1827 To pd. Clerks tickets 1.50
Oct. 1+,1830 To pd. for auditing this a/c 3.00

"This sumretainedajo pay for recording 8 n& a raising this 0 " -7
pp 11.73

Due the estate 31st Dec. 1827 llo74
Interest on $439.95 to the 4th Oct 1830 72.30
Due the admin. lst Aug. 15, 1829 1°50
Int. to the 4th Oct. 1830 10-00

11.7%

72.78 426.71
Balance due from Sarah Johnson
the admin. to the estate of principle until
interest recorded Oct. #, 1850 499-47



Patience (Johnson) Johnson, the mother of Laban Johnson died about June, 1832.
Her estate was closed January 24, 1833 according to Isle of Wight County, Book
of Wills, V61. 19, page 271.

The next chapter continues the’story of the migration of Laban's widowand
children to Indiana. It was during these early years of the Nineteenth century
that se manyFriends quit Virginia for the promise of greater freedom and oppern
tunity in far awayplaces such as Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Iowa.





CHAPTER 8

THE LONG TREK TO INDIANA

Laban's estate was settled October #, 1830, Patience, his mother, died
about June 1832. On December22, 1832 Sarah was issued a certificate of removal
from Western Branch Monthly Meeting to Milford Monthly Meeting, WayneCounty,
Indiana. Preparations were completed for the long journey.

The reason for their movehas not been handed downto us but they came during
the great Quaker migration westward where fertile land was abundant and free ofthe curse of slavery.

Sometime during the middle of the winter of 1832-1833, the day of departure
arrived for the companywhich included Sarah (Cook) Johnson, her five children
and other families. According to John WilmerJohnson, "Our Line" the heads of
the other families were,

Samuel Binford Elwood Stanley
Elisha Johnson, a kinsman of Sarah (possibly Laban's uncle).
James Butler whowould later be a founder of the Rich Square meetings

At the time, the ages of Sarah's children were, Eliza (21), Joel, nearly
(19), Robert Cook (13) according to his obituary, Ansalem (11) and Elijah (6).

Travel during the middle of winter was prompted by two considerations.
First the crops would have been harvested in Virginia and arrival in Indiana
would be in time for spring planting; second, fording the manystreams would be
easier since the water should be more shallow whenthe.ground was frozen.

Unfortunately we have no account, written or oral, of the route followed
by Sarah (Cook) Johnson and family on that long journey from Isle of Wight
County, Va. We-only know they came by cart or wagon drawn by horses or oxen
and over the mountains. Presumably they, as so manyothers were doing, followed
the Wilderness Road, sometimes called the Boone Trace, through the mountains of
Tennessee and Kentucky. ‘

The trail was blazed in 1775 by Daniel Boone who had been employed by Col.
Richard Henderson for his Transylvania Companyto guide settlers to the Kentucky
River. The route he laid out began at Long Island (Kingsport, Tenn. 27 miles
S.W. of present day Bristol) branching from the old trail that led downthe
Shenandoah Valley towards present day Knoxville, Tenn. and the Great SmokyMountains.

The trail blazed by Boonewent westward in Virginia along the Virginia~
Tennessee border, through the CumberlandGap, (near present—day Middlesboro, Ky.)
thence northward about 50 miles along the Warriors’ Path to Rockcastle River.
(perhaps near Mt. Vernon, Ky.) and northward to Boonesboro, about 12 miles south
of Winchester, Ky. ’

Fromthe Rockcastle River, one branch led off to presentaday Louisville. From
Boonesboro it was about 90 miles to Cincinnati, Ohio. U.S. 25 approximates the
trail from CumberlandGap to Boonesboro, and leads on to Cincinnati.

_.31H_
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To reach Cumberland Gap, pioneers from Isle of Wight County, Va. possibly
traveled present-day route U.S. 258 sozth to Franklin, Va; 58 westward to
Abingdon, Va. and from there on route 11 to the Wilderness Road at Kingsport,Tenn.

It was not until 1796 that wagontravel was possible throughout the Wilderness
Roadand for manyyears thereafter it was difficult and hazardous. The history
of the Wilderness Roadis a fascinating story in itself. A bibliography appears
in the back of this book for anyone whois interested inithe subject. The book byKincaid is particularily good.

For Sarah and company, the long and arduous journey took seven or eight
weeks and was probably a distance of seven hundred miles or more, muchof it
through primitive country with poor roads or trails, and streams to ford. At
the time, Robert CookJohnson was only thirteen years of age but one of the
memories passed downto his children was that they could sometimes see their
previous night's campsite after having traveled all day through the mountains.

Amongthe worldly possessions brought from Virginia that we know of was an
old Dutch oven and a kettle.

Uponarrival in Indiana the family settled in the Rich Square neighberhood
in Henry County, southeast of NewCastle and north of Lewisville. The Rich
Square Friends meeting house lies adjacent to the present newinterstate highway70;



CHAPTER 9

EARLY DAYS IN INDIANA

Our information about their early years after their arrival in Indiana is
sketchy. Apparently they lost no time in having their membershiptransferred
to-the local Friends meeting. On March23, 1833 the records of the Milford
Monthly Meeting show they were received on certificate issued by Western Branch
Monthly Meeting, Nansemond County, Virginia on December 22, 1832 for Sarah
Johnson and children, Eliza, Joel, Robert, Ansalemand Elijah.

On the same date others were received from Western Branch which leads us to
believe that some of them, at least, were in the same companyduring the trip.
The names of the others received on the same dmywera,

Daniel Johnson and his wife Maria
Lazarus Johnson and his wife Mary
Stanton Butler and wife, Elizabeth and children, John Chappel, Martha Ann,

Elizabeth Stanton, James, Robert Binford and Rebecca Jane
Lydia White
Exum White & family

Later, on June 22, 1835, Elizabeth AnnHunnicutt was also received from
Western Branch Meeting.

The Daniel Johnson mentioned above is notvknownto have been related to the
Laban Johnson family. Lazarus Johnson is believed to have been the son of
Lazarus lst (d. 1800) and Mary (Outland) Johnson and the brother of Robert Johnson
(d. l789) who was the father of Laban Johnson. Therefore, Lazarus 2nd would have
been an uncle of Laban, the deceased husband of Sarah (Cook) Johnson. Lazarus
Johnson 2nd married Mary.Hhnnicutt, November17, 1787. The datesof his birth and
death are not known.

Stanton Butler is not knownbut mayhave been a son of Butler &
Priscilla, the sister of Laban's father, Robert Johnson (d.1739).

It is assumed the Whites were not related.

An article that appeared in the Marion (Indiana) Chronicle=Tribune (December9,
1954) in a column by Rose B. Marsh called "Marion the Mirror“ states that "The
heads of the different families were SamuelP. Binford, ElwoodStanley, Elisha
Johnson, a kinsman of Sarah's, and James Butler, whobecame head of the new Quaker
church knownas Rich Square in Henry County." It is believed the author received
this information in an interview with Elizabeth (Johnson) Rush, daughter of
Barclay.Johnson, in Fairmount, Indiana. The Elisha Johnson mentioned in the
article mayhave been Laban Johnson's uncle and Larzarus Johnson 2nd's brother
but there is no evidence to substantiate this supposition except for the fact
that we know there was an uncle by that name for whomno other mention has been
found.

The article in the Marion Chronicle-Tribune of December9, 196%also reported
that Sarah (Cook) Johnson improved her eighty acre farm which she had entered soon

:­
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after-arrival from Virginia. Wedo not have documentaryproof that she entered
a farm but a search of county records should verify the accuracy of the report.
Most of the land had probably been entered soon after admission of the state to?the union and later sold to settlers.

Wecan only assume the family accepted the hospitality of other Friends for
a period. Doubtless the older boys went to work at once, either on a rented farmor for hire at first.

About three years later (October 10, 1855) Joel, age 21, bought a thirty acre
farm near Rich Square Meeting House for 3150 according to a copy of the abstract
of title. OnOctober 31, 1837, at the age of 23, he married Elizabeth Davis. The
records showhe purchased an additional thirty acres on October 28, 1844 for $210.

Ansalem, at the age of thirty, married RefieccaBell, age 21, on January 1,
1851. At about the same time he purchased the farm across the road from Joel°sfarm.

Both brothers are believed to have built the southern colonial type housesstill standing there in 1967.

Robert C. Johnson, when 18 years of age married Elizabeth P. Dennis on May_2l,
1845 at Hopewell Friends Meeting. In 1849 they movedto Clinton County, accompanied
by his mother Sarah (Cook)Johnson, his sister, Eliza and.probably his brother,
Elijah. Sarah wasabout 62 years old when the move was made.

On March 10, 1849 flewLondon Monthly Meeting received by transfer from
HopewellMonthly Meeting on certificate issued February 17, 1849 the following:
(1) Robert C. Johnson and wife, Elizabeth C. (should have read Elizabeth P.)

and children, Eliza C. andLind&eyDLJohnson.
(2) Elijah Johnson, the brother of Robert.

It was not until Decemberll,.l852 that Sarah (Cook) Johnson and her
unmarried daughter, Eliza were received by NewLondonMonthly Meeting on certificate
issued by Hopewell Monthly Meeting on October 16, 1852. It can only be conjectured
that Sarah and Eliza delayed their transfer so long with the thought in mindof
possibly returning to Henry County.

_ Sarah, daughter Eliza an sonlflijah settled in Russiaville which was about
four miles from son Robert"s new farm. For some years she and Eliza operated a
tavern while Elijah operated a saleratus shop, makingbaking soda from woodashes.

Sarah died October 18, 1855. She lies buried in the old HoneyGreek (New
London) cemetery back of the school house. A small marble headstone marks her
grave. '

In this old cemetery, dating from 1844 or earlier, lie buried manypioneers
of well known names who were leaders in the communityand the forefathers of many
persons now living in the communityor elsewhere in the state and nation. Some
of the family names represented are Cosand, Carter, Davis, Rees, Haworth, Hadley,
Rich, ggppock;,McC@o1,Jones, Newlin, Stout, Butler, Newby, Hbllingsworth, Wickerw
Sham, Talbert, Middleton, White, Johnson, Woodyand others. All are now forgotten
by their descendants.. The cemetery lies long neglected, the few upright stones
buried beneath a wilderness of vines, weeds and underbrush.





CHAPTER 10

ELIZA JOHNSON 1811-1895 GENERATIONVI

Eliza Johnson was born October 2, 1811 to Laban and Sarah (Cook) Johnson
in Isle of Wight County, Virginia and she arrived in Henry County, Indiana with
her widowedmother and her brothers*early&inil83§.

On March 23, 1833 she was received in Milford Monthly Meeting on certificate
issued by Western Branch Monthly Meeting (Va.) on December 22, 1832.

In l8iEL Eliza movedto Clinton County, Indiana, accompanying her mother,
Sarah (Cook; Johnson, her brother, Robert CookJohnson and his family and her
brother, Elijah. WilliamButler and Priscilla Butler were also in the party.
Eliza and her mother operated a tavern in Russiaville, Indiana until the death of
her mother on October 18, l855 after which she sold the tavern.

She was received in NewLondon Monthly Meeting December 11, 1852 on certificate
from Hopewell Monthly Meeting dated October 16, 1852.

The NewLondonDkumhlyMeeting minutes record that on November 14, 1855, she
married James L. Butler of Henry County, Indiana. He lived less than a year after
their marriage­

In 1857 she married Allen Middleton of HowardCounty, Indiana. Allen died
in.l879q No children were born of either marriage.

After a brief illness, Eliza died December11, 1895 at the homeof her
nephew, Barclay Johnsonlnear Fairmount, Indiana.
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CHAPTER 11

JOEL JOHNSONl8l#=l87l GENERATIONVI

Joel.Johnson, the eldest son of Laban and Sarah (Cook) Johnson was born in
Isle of Wight County, Virginia on February 1, 1814. His father died in 1826 or
early in 1827 leaving Joel, about thirteen, a daughter, Eliza about (16) and
three younger sons, Robert c. (8), Ansalem (6) and Elijah (1).

4 H 5

Aboutfive years later after his father's estate wassettled the family,
plate in 1932 Or early in 19339 started on the long journey to Indiana, a trip
by horse and wagonthat took seven or eight weeks. Joel was then nearly nineteen.

The responsibilities must have fallen heavily uponhis shoulders as top
manof the family, a challenge that he accepted and fulfilled admirably.

On March 23,Al833 he was received into membership by the Milford Monthly
Meeting along with his mother, sister and brothers by certificate issued by Western
Branch Monthly Meeting, Nansemond County, Va. on December 22, 1832.

Twoyears later he bought a thirty acre farm from Asa Ellison for 3150. The
deed was recorded October 10, 1835. The farm is near the Rich Square Friends
Meeting Houseand the abstract of title reads, "30 acres off the south end of the
west half of the souteast quarter of section seven (7), township sixteen (l6)
north range ll=E." It was part of an eighty acre tract originally entered by
David Melburn on June 9, 1830 and patented to him April 17, 1833. Asa Ellison
had purchased it for $50 according to the deed recorded March 18, 1833.

A second thirty acres was purchased later from EdwardBond as evidenced by
deed recorded October 28, 1844. According to the abstract of title the land was
described as "30 acres off the south end of the east half of the southeast quarter
of section 7, township 16, north, range 11 east."

A two story southern colonial type of farm house still stands on the farm’
and mayhave been built by Joel.
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On October 51, 1837 Joel married Elizabeth Davis.

227..
To this union were born

ten children whose names and marriages were as follows:

NAM

Lydia Ann
Sarah C.
Barclay
Marcia
John
Mary Annis
Elijah

Alice

Emily Jane
Elwood

CHILD

BORN

6/27/18110
6/A/1882
9/12/1843
4/5/l8h5
1/28/1811?
11/15/1849
12/21/18 51

7/23/1854

8/18/1857
5/18/1863

DIED

.' 1924
11/3/1860
12/17/1922
11/29/18 58
5/12/1919
5/26/1856
3/6/1914

10/25/1958

5/111/1889
11/11+/1942

9523...

1861

1571

4/14/1575

1575

1883
1903
1881
1885

MARRIED

10

Benjamin Binford

Sylvia AnnLindley

Elizabeth F. Black. a. 9/9./1905

Sadie E. Vickery
b. 11/18/1857 6.. 9/1/1922

Thomas Nixon
Samuel Cowgill
Gurney Lindley
Lucy Davis b. 1865

Joel must have been a stalwart manwith clear aims of his mission in life,
firm in his faith and blessed with the energy and determination to turn his part

He was a prominent and influential
citizen in his communityand a charter memberand Trustee of the Rich Square
Friends Meeting. ,For someyears he was a trustee of White's Institute in Wabash

of the wilderness into a productive farm.

County.

He died February 6, 1871 from injuries suffered when he was thrown from a
sleigh.e Elizabeth, his- wife, died December2, 1878.
southwest corner of Rich Square Friends cemetery.

Both lie buried near the

Since Joel did not leave a will, the homesteadpassed by law, 1/3 to his
widowand 2/3 to his seven children.
leave a will, her share of the land passed to the children.
eventually acquired the interest of the other heirs.

After the death of Elizabeth whodid not
Her son, John

From John the farm passed
on to his son Myrton Lewis Johnson and then to his widowand children who still
ownedit in 1967.



CHAPTER 12

ROBERT COOK JOHSON 1819-1892 GENERATIONVI
(Chart No. 4)

Robert Cook Johnson, son of Laban and Sarah (Cook) Johnson was born July 19,
1819 in Isle of Wight County, Virginia. Whenhe was about seven or eight years
old (1826 or 1827) his father died. '

Early in 1853, at the age of thirteen, he was brought to Henry Courty,
Indiana by his mother together with his sister Eliza (21), brother Joel (19),
Ansalem(11), and Elijah (6) and other relatives and friends. The 700 mile trip
was by horse and wagon and took nearly two months over poor roads and through
the mountains. Probably they came over the Wilderness Road.

The first news we have of Robert in Indiana was when his membership as a
Friend was accepted March 23, 1833 by the Milford Monthly Meeting by transfer
from Western Branch Monthly Meeting, NansemondCounty, Va. according to transfer
dated December22, 1832. His mother, sister and brothers were also accepted on
the same day.

The family settled in the Rich Square communitya short distance from the
meeting house. During the next several years he must have been accustomed to
hard work in helping his older brother, Joel, clear the land and raise crops and
live-stock to support the family.

On May21, 1845 he married Elizabeth Peninah Dennis before the Hopewell
Friend's Meeting. Apparently he attended that meeting after his marriage. A
copy of their marriage certificate copied fromthe original in the hands of his
son Robert Barclay Johnson, Russiaville, Indiana in 1938 reads as follows:
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329:
COPY OF MARRIAGE CERTIFICAE OF ROBERT COOK JOHSON

and
ELIZABETH P. DENNIS
Dated May 21, l8#5

Whereas Robert C. Johnson of the County of Henry & State of Indiana Son of Laban
Johnson of Isle of Wight County Virginia and Sarah his wife (the former deceased)
and Elizabeth P. Dennis daughter of Benjamin Dennis of said County of Henry &
State of Indiana (deceased) and Clarkey his wife, having declared their intentions
of marriage with each other, before a MonthlyMeeting of the religious Society of
Friends held at Hopewelland having consent of Parents their said proposals of
marriage were allowed by said meeting. These are-to certify whomit may concern,
that for the full accomplishmentof their said intentions this the 21st of the 5th
month in the year of our Lord l8%5, they the said Robert C. Johnson & Elizabeth
P. Johnson appeared in a public meeting of said people held at Hopewellaforesaid;
and the said Robert C. Johnson taking the said Elizabeth P. Dennis by the hand
declared that he took her the said Elizabeth P. Dennis to be his wife promising
with devine assistance to be unto her a loving and faithful husbanduntil death
should separate them; and then the said Elizabeth P. Dennis did in like manner
declare that she took him the said Robert C. Johnson to be her husband promising
with devine assistance to be unto him a loving & faithful wife until death should
separate them= And moreover they the said Robert C. Johnson & Elizabeth P. Dennis
(she aooording to the custom of marriage adopting the nameof her husband) did as
a further confirmation thereof, then &there to these presents set their hands

Robert C. Johnson
Elizabeth P. Johnson

Andwe whose names are hereunto subscribed, being present at the solemnization of
said marriage have, as wittnesses thereto set our hands the day &year above written
ThomasBell Richard P. Elliott Texulia T. Kenney Elijah P. Johnson
Benjamin Charles Esepem Elliott Mary H. Stanley Ansalem Johnson
William Many S. T. Stanley Samuel Charles Eliza Johnson
Nathan Many Jeremiah Gilbert Catharine W. Gilbert Deborah J. Butler
Rhoda Macy Goseph Stratton Thomas Gilbert Gulielma Reece
Susanah Charles Joel Gilbert Henry W. Symons Priscilla Dennis
Rebeooa Charles Benjamin E. Bogue William O. Bogus Gulielma Bell
Enos T. Mendenhall William Tentler Joseph Butler Mary Symons
Martha Bell Rachael Bondy Rebecoa Bell Sarah Ann Bogus
Robert Hall B Sarah Gilbert Clarkey Dennis Frances Dennis
Morris Gilbert Dorothy Gilbert Lydia Hall Eunice Dennis
Samuel Stanley Rachael M. Smith Joel Johnson
AxumS. Ealiott Mary A. Kennedy John Reece

Robert C. Johnson
Certificate Recordedpage 24

Theforegoing oertifioate is a copyof the marriage certificate for the first
marriage of Robert Cook Johnson.

Thecertificate was in the hands of Robert's son Barclay Johnson of Russiaville,
Indiana. Tt will probably pass into the hands of his daughter Celia (Johnson) Coplen
0r to his son Everett Johnson. 1

"H Copied in 1958 by Eddie Johnson
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‘Elizabeth Peninah Dennis, born December25, 1827, was the daughter of

Benjamin and Clarkey (Poole) Dennis. Her grandfather Poole was a veteran
of the Revolutionary War and owneda thousand acres of land in Wayneand
Henry Counties, Indiana. He had freed his slaves in 1820 and came fromRandolph County, North Carolina.

It is said he brought five wagonloads of household goods and other
possessions, each wagon pulled by two teams, on the move to Indiana. The night
after they crossed the Ohio River into Ohio one of their horses_was stolen so
they substituted a cow in the double team and continued the trip to DudleyTownship, Henry County, Indiana. ­

After their marriage in 1845 Robert and Elizabeth lived in Henry County
until 1849. During these years, were born their first two children,Eliza c. 3/17 1846

Lindley M. 6 19/1848

They were members of the Hopewell Monthly Meeting in Dudley Township.Henry County, Indiana.

In 1849 Robert and family, accompanied by his mother, Sarah (Cook) Johnson,
his brother Elijah, his sister Eliza, and WilliamButler and Priscilla Butler,
movedto Clinton County, Indiana. They took with them all their goods and
livestock, the trip requiring twelve days. Their route was on the angling
road from NewCastle northwest toward Frankfort and north to Forest.

The minutes of the Honey Creek ( later called NewLondon) Friends Monthly
Meeting record that, on March 10, 1849, Robert C. Johnson and wife, Elizabeth P.
Johnson and minor children, Eliza C. and Lindley M. were received from
Hopewell Monthly Meeting in Dudley Township, Henry County, Indiana on
certificate issued February 17, 1849.

The purchase moneyfor the farm they bought was a gift from Elizabeth's
mother, Clarkey E. (Poole) Dennis.. Robert C. hauled logs to Russiaville
to have sawed into lumber for use in building an addition to the original
log cabin. The addition consisted of a bedroomand a kitchen, the log
part being retained as a living room. In the kitchen they installed the cast
iron cookstove brought from Henry County. It had three levels of two lids each
and was somewhata novelty as it was the first in that part of the county.
Thehouse was at the end of a long lane, a considerable distance from the
road. On this farm the following children were born:

William P. 3/28/1851
Clarkey Ellen 2/22/1854
Albert Tell 7/22/1857
Robert Barclay 8/12/1860
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While on a visit to Henry County, Elizabeth P. (Dennis) first wife of Robert
Cook Johnson died on November12, 1865 and was buried in the Rich Square Friends
Meeting cemetery. The circumstances of her death and its impact on her family
has been related often by someof her descendants. During the telling of the
story from memory,various ages have been assigned to her surviving children.
The story will be retold here with correction based on the actual dates on record
for the dates of birth of the children whswwwere as follows with approximate
ages:

Eliza Ca, (19) Clarkey Ellen, (ll)
Lindley M., (17) Albert T., (8)
William P., (14) Robert Barclay, (A)

Elizabeth, the.mother, had taken Albert, age 8, Barclay, almost 5 years
old, and Ellen about eleven, from their homeat Forest, Indiana to visit back
in the Rich Square neighborhood.

Soonafter their arrival, the motherbecameill (attributed to "lung fever")
and died suddenly. Ellen was left to help care for the two youngbrothers until
the arrival of her father, Robert C. Johnson, and her 19 year old sister, Eliza
whoarrived by train, about a week later. The delay was because of the slowness
of communicationsand travel in those early days. There was no direct train
service and this.slowed both the mails and travel.

After the burial of Elizabeth, Robert and his children returned hometo
Clinton County accompanied by his mother-in-law, Clarkey (Poole) Dennis who went
along to help in holding the hometogether.

On March 19, 1868 Robert Cook Johnson married Abigail White in Lynn Friends
Churchthree miles east of Russiaville, Indiana.

Abigail was born September 19, 1833 in Perquimans County, North Carolina to
Thaddeus and Betsy (Pritohard) White. The White family had cometo Raysville,
Henry County, Indiana around l8h5 according to a certificate of removal from
Perquimans (N.C.) Monthly Meeting to Spiceland Monthly Meeting, Henry County,
Indiana. They later movedto HowardCounty, Indiana about l8#9. They were
received by NewLondon Monthly Meeting on January 11, 1850 on certificate from
Spioeland dated November21, l8#9.

While Abigail took over managementof the household, assisted by Clarkey
Ellen, as Eliza was married on March 16, 1869, Robert and the boys managedthe
farming. Robert also was engaged in preaching in the surrounding communities. The
family were membersof Reserve Friends Church near Russiaville and Forest.

To this union were born two sons, one dying in infancy» The Othero Oliver
Thaddeus Johnson was born September 5: 1871­

At this point it seemsappropriate to tell of someof the stories and.
impressions that have been handed downfrom Robert CookJohnson and his ohildren.
Oneis the story of the family's trek fT°mVirginia t° Ind1a?a° His fatnfr had
died in Virginia in 1827. In 1832. aCC°rdins to Robert's obituary. Laban 5
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widow,her daughter, and the four sons started out with horse and cart for Indiana.
It was a long and hazardous trip in those days and in coming over the mountains
they would travel all day and look back and see their campsite of the previous
night. The personal belongings which they must have been able to bring were
probably few. In those days there were no roads or bridges. Whata contrast with
conditions today. Those were days of hardship and luxuries were few!

Another impression passed on from his early days was of the abundance of
game, including deer and procupine, in the forests of Indiana. Often deer would
dash across the path of the horse struggling through the mudand mire of the
primitive roads and paths.

In the busy homeof five sons and two daughters there was room for both
the Quaker way of worship and devotion and also full and lively doings with,
perhaps, a bit of mischief nowand then.

Clarkey Ellen passed along to her grandchildren manystories of life in
those pioneer days. As she described it, the house in Clinton County had the
sitting roomin the earlier log cabin section and it contained a large fire place,
holding logs up to six feet in length. The logs were dragged into the living room
by a horse until the boys were big enough to help.

In the house were three beds, a spinning wheel and two slatwbaok, splinte
bottom rocking chairs. A bed was on either side of the door leading into the
kitchen and under each was atrundlebed. The third bed was a "tester" bed
(covered with a canopy from the ceiling to the floor).

Strange things happened sometimes. Once, whenBarclay was a baby a rattle
I shake came up through the loose punoheons of the floor. Barclay's mother
heard him oooing and jabbering about it. Whenbig sister, Ellen, reported the
situation, the mother ran into the roomwith a bucket of hot lye and threw the,
contents on the snake just in time to prevent it striking the baby.

One time when Ellen was four years old (about 1858) and playing "hidea
and=go~seek," she rushed to hide under the tester bed. As she pushed back the
curtains, she saw a black face and rolling dark eyes and ran screaming to her

smother that, "Old Nick is under the bed." This was the first Negro she had ever
seen. He was being helped by the Friends to escape to Canada.

Then there was the time their father decided to remarry and bring them a
stepmother which must have been an important event in the lives of the children.
It was on March l9, 1868 that he married Abigail White who lived at West Middleton.
HowardCounty, Indiana. The night was dark when they arrived home and they found
themselves attended by a group of neighbors intent on welcomingthem by a shivaree
in accordance with the timemhonoredtradition.

Nowthe Johnson boys decided to enter into the spirit of the event so Lindley
(19) and William (17) tied a rope clothesline across the path at knee height and
propped a soap barrel near the line. Oneend of the rope they held in the kitchen.
Albert (9) poised upstairs with a bucket of water. As the visitors ran around, .
shooting their guns, downcame the water, up came the rope. Considerable Gfinfufilfln
resulted and one visitor landed in the soap barrel, head first­
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But time went on, the children grew up and more serious things demanded
their attention. Soon they would marry and have homesof their own. First there
was sister Eliza whowas married in 1869, then Clarkey Ellen and brother William
in 1872,, Lindley in 18?i+, Albert in 1880 and Barclay in 1881. The new half
brother, Oliver, whohad comeinto their lives in 1871 grew up and married in
1891. During all these years their father continued to farm and to preach thegospel.

In August 1891, as Robert CookJohnson and Abigail,,hisnwife, were driving to
a tent meeting being held in Maris‘ woods, their horse took fright at a bicycle
and they were thrown from their buggy near-the homeof ThomasC. Ratcliff. ,Both
received injuries from which they never recovered. Robert died the following
spring on March9, 1892. Abigail survived with failing health until May17, l897.

In 1939 Dwight Johnson told the writer that his mother had told him that
Robert was the most patient manshe had ever known. This trait and others of
his eharaoter mayhelp to aneount for this reverence and great respect with which
Robert°s children have so often been heard to speak of him.

It is said that Johnson Township, in which he lived in Clinton County, was
named for him.

The obituary of Robert CookJohnson follows:

OBITUARY‘Q§ ROBERT COOK JOHNSON

The subject of this sketch has been a prominent resident of this vicinity for a
number of years having movedto the farm where he died, in 1892.

He was born to Laban and Sarah Johnson in Isleuof-Wight county, Virginia, July 19th
1819. At the age of thirteen he came with his mother to Henry county, Ind. where
he was married to Elizabeth P. Dennis, May21, 1845. Soon after this marriage he
came with his wife to the new county to make for them a home and settled upon the
farm where he spent the remainder of his days. Six children were born to this union
all of whomsurvive him. November11, 1865 he suffered the loss of his companion
and was again married March l9, 1868 to Abigail White who survives him. The result
of this union was one son whois still living.

Ebr near twenty years the deceased was a recorded minister amongFriends of which
church he was a life long memberhaving been born into it. The gift of the ministry
was not only acknowledged by the church but manyhave been edified and strengthened
by his words of wisdom. As a servant of his Master he was true and faithful, ever
ready to lend a kind word and a helping hand to aid in winning souls to Christ.

In his death the communityhas sustained a great loss. A wise counselor and a true
friend has gone to his reward. His brother and sister have lost a true companion
of their earliest recollections and his children and wife an indulgent father and
faithful husband. He was stricken several monthsago with a complication of diseases
resulting in a giving wayof the mental faculties and the system generally. Death
followed March 9th 1892 after a successful life of almost 73 Yearso The_funeF%L ‘
oooured from the Friends Ghureh at NewLondon on Saturday morning M&T0h12° 1ntermen3
in NewLondon cemetery.

The above obituary was copied from a newspaper clipping ownedby hi5 5°n 01iV5r T‘
Johnson of Decatur, Indiana.

Robert CfiokJ0hnsOn7S funeral was preached by Abigail Hblson, according to Oliver T.
Johnson. Burial was in Lot no. 269 599° 3 °f the NewL°nd°n cemetery’
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Reserve Church, near Russiaville, Indiana, has a stained glass windowgiven
as a memorial to Robert Cook Johnson and his two wives by Ellen (Johnson) Haworth,
his daughter, Augnt Lide, and his son Albert whopaid for their father's and
mother's names and one of Abigail (White) Johnson's sisters whopaid for her
name. The church has since been disposed of.

Abigail (White) Johnson died May17, 1897 and lies buried in the NewLondon
cemetery. After their death the farm was acquired by his son Albert wholived
there until his death. Albert's widowcontinued to live there until her death,
February 2, 1923, after which it was acquired by others outside the family. The
farm lies about two miles east of Forest.



CHAPTER 13

ANSALEM JOHNSON $1821-188% GENERATION v1
(Chart No. 2)

Ansalem Johnson, son of Laban and Sarah (Cook) Johnson was born 1821
in Isle of Wight County, Virginia. His father died in 1826 or early 1 27 when
the boy was only about five years of age.

Early in 1833, whenhe was about ten or eleven years of age, he with his
mother, sister Eliza (21), brother Joel (19), Robert (13) and Elijah (6) and
other relatives and neighbors cameby horses and wagonson the long trip to
Henry County, Indiana.

VOnMarch 25, 1833 he was received into the Milford Monthly Meeting with his
mother, sister and brothers by certificate from Western Branch MonthlyMeeting,
Nansemond County, Va. issued December 22, 1832.

Someyears later he bought a farm across the road from his brother Joel's
farm near Rich Square Friends Meeting House. The southern colonial house
that still stands there mayhave been built by himbut the date it was built
is unknown.

On January 1, 1851 at the age of thirty, he married Rebeeea Bell who was
born in 1830. The names of their children appear below.

CHILD MARRIED

NAME’. BORN DIED DATE 3 BORN DIED

Zelinda 1851 1932 wm. Allen Macy 1855 1925
Josiah 1854 Matilda Newlin
Mary Ann 1856 1865 - - ­
Albert 1851+Nov. 1927 4/5/92 Della Johnson 4/5/1865

Ansalem and his family were membersof the Rich Square Friends Meeting. He
died in l88# and.his wife died in 1909. Both are buried in the Rich Square
burial groundo
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CHAPTER‘14

ELIJAH JOHNSON 1826- GENERATIONVI

Elijah was the yeungest sen of Laban and Sarah (Geek) Johnson. He was born
in 1826 in Isle of Wight County, Virginia.

Early in 1833 he arrived in Henry County, Indiana with his widowedmother,
sister and three brethersg, and lived with them on a farm in the Rich Square
neighborheod. In l8fi9 he movedwith his mother, sister Eliza, and brether,
Robert. With his mouherand sister, he lived in Russiaville, Indiana where he
operated a saleratus shop, making soda from woodashes.

On March 10, 18#9 he was received in NewLondon Monthly Meeting on certificate
from Hopewell Monthly Meeting dated February 17, 1849.

Sometime after the death of his mether on October 18, 1855, he went to
Michigan where he engaged in business. Later he_meved to Oklahomawhere he met
an untimely death, the circumstance of which were never learned. He nevermarried.
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CHAPTER 15

THE END OF AN EPOCH

The story of the six generations is ended. Oncethey lived and loved and had
their being, labored, reared their families and solved their problemswith faith
in themselves and the guidance of the Inner Light. All of this has passed away.

It was a long story - more than two hundred years. Little did they of the
sixth generation realize they were ewitnessing the end of an epoch and the dawn
of an age of miracles in science and industry far beyond their power of imaginautiona

True, they knewof steam power, a little of electricity, the telephone, even
the automobile but it was commonknowledge that not much would become of most of
these things except for railroads and steamships. They were sure nothing would
ever replace the horse on the highways or on the farms.

They had done their work well according to their wayof life. Sons and
daughters of newgenerations were taking their rightful places in the marchof
time. There's is a story too long to tell in this bookbut the genealogical
charts that follow the bibliography gives namesand relationships, not only of
the seventh generation, but also of manyof their descendants even to the eleventh
generation.

"One life; a little gleam of time betweentwo eternities; no second
chance for us forever more." —CARLYLE
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